
What a Commissioner Needs in Preparation – a sample 
 
Imagine that you are seated at a General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
Canada. The year is 2021 and a final vote has been taken on the Remits from 2019. 
The mood is electric with excitement among those who have lobbied long and hard in 
favour of inclusion of gays and lesbians in the full life of the church. The mood among 
the conservative, evangelical participants is quiet and tense. While the ballots are being 
counted, people wait glued to their chairs. And then the Moderator approaches the 
microphone… 
 
Remit B and C, having passed successfully through the Barrier Act, is affirmed by 
General Assembly. 
 
A shout of joy explodes from the waiting throng. And fully one third of the Assembly 
rises to its feet and presses forward en masse to register dissent. 
 
When the pandemonium dies down and order is restored, the delegates from Han-Ca 
East and West have disappeared from the assembly hall. And a lone figure stands 
waiting at a microphone, waiting to be recognized by the Moderator, waiting to speak to 
the governing body of the national church. 
 
How does this figure begin to address the rift that has just opened at the feet of 
orthodox Presbyterians in Canada? What words can this lone figure utter to preserve 
the unity of the Presbyterian Church in Canada? 
 
The Moderator nods to the speaker, who begins: “Brothers and sisters, we have so 
much to rejoice about…for God’s love and grace to us in Jesus Christ; for the 
faithfulness of those who bear the mantle of leadership at all levels of our church; for the 
work of PWS and D; for the freedom and security we enjoy as Canadians; for the 
ministry of Salvation through the Gospel; for the promise of Sanctification through God’s 
Spirit; for…; and for the faith of our fathers delivered to us through two thousand years 
of challenge and division.  
 
Brothers and sisters, we believe you, who rejoice in the success of these remits, are 
committed to being faithful to Jesus. So too are we, who oppose them, committed to 
remaining faithful to our Lord. Your earnest desire to throw open the doors of our 
denomination to full inclusion of the LGBTQI community has caused a cold wind to 
sweep through those congregations that adhere to conventional theology.  In an attempt 
to be inclusive, these remits have tried to straddle the theological divide between liberal 
and conservative Christians, but the result is not only untenable, since any court of 
reason or law will reject the notion that something can be both light and darkness, but is 
in fact embarrassing. The intention is laudable but the solution will not safeguard the 
unity of our church. We have seen and will see countless believing Christians choose to 
abandon the church of their forebears because they cannot accept the contradiction 
inherent in these remits. Nor can we hold up our heads in the secular community and 



say “This is unity...of sorts…” In the name of unity within diversity, we ask you to help us 
find a way to remain united in spite of our apparent irreconcilable differences.  
 
Brothers and sisters, I appeal to you and to your heartfelt desire to be inclusive and 
welcoming to all believers, to consider now: how shall we live together in unity? How do 
we share our denomination when we speak different languages? How do we plot a 
course into the future when we hold conflicting maps?  
 
There are some among you who will scoff; who may be tempted to comment derisively: 
“Oh, look who’s crying now! The great oppressors are feeling oppressed!” If this is how 
you see it, then my words fall on rocky soil. But if there are those among you who 
sincerely want to preserve the unity of the Church and can make room in your 
imaginations for a full-bodied, truly inclusive solution to the schism that threatens us 
here, I offer a solution that celebrates what is worthy and true in spite of dramatic 
differences of theology.” 
 
(Taking a cue from St. Paul in Acts 22, we can affirm common ground. What we all hold 
to be true and sacred. Ministry to the poor and disenfranchised. Feeding the hungry. 
Lifting the weak and broken out of the dust. Speaking reconciliation and healing to the 
fallen and the despairing. Doing justice for all people, loving mercy and kindness, 
walking humbly with our God. Celebrating diversity without relinquishing the values of 
justice, mercy and integrity. Standing up for what we believe to be truth. Listening for 
the voice of the Spirit. Obeying our Lord.) 
 

The lay of the land: 

• Postmodernism has permeated the thinking of a growing number of 
Christian leaders. 

• Postmodernism is influencing the Assembly Council (which determines 
what procedures will be allowed). 

• Postmodernism sees no conflict of interest in silencing the voice of the 
“oppressor,” in this case traditional theology. 

• Postmodernism does not accept any whiff of “absolute truth,” but sets 
absolute value on “compassion” and “tolerance”. (Major contradiction - 
Any “absolute” is without validity. Even “highest value” has no validity in a 
system of relative values.) 

 
Prayer: 

• protection from discouragement 

• thick skin 

• perseverance 

• hope 

• eyes to see from God’s perspective 



• ears to hear the lies embedded in the half-truths 

• wisdom to address the half-truths with love 

• compassion for those passionate about justice 

• wisdom to discern justice, mercy, and truth with compassion 
 
Things we can affirm: 

• passion for justice 

• compassion for the oppressed 

• Jesus as enlightened teacher 

• showing welcome to all seekers 

• freedom from judgement (yet we are accountable to a holy God) 

• We love because He first loved us. If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates 
his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has 
seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this commandment we 
have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother. (1 John 4: 
19-21) 

• humility 

• generosity of heart and resources 

• identity as children of God 

• responsibility for one’s behaviour, words, and actions 
 
Where we differ: 

• what constitutes justice (within the church) 

• obedience to the moral dictates of Scripture 

• what God blesses and what God condemns 

• required to affirm (what I consider wrong) in order to not offend 

• Not offending a brother in Christ is more moral than speaking a moral 
principle that he deems offensive 

• Remaining silent is more loving than speaking the traditional gospel 
 
What we believe to be true and will not compromise: 

• that God is holy and His holiness is deadly to unrepentant sinners 

• that God is willing and able to permit violence to fall on sinners 

• that God’s patience leads to repentance but ultimately will come to an end 

• that to teach Christians that God blesses homosexual partnerships is false 
teaching 



• that to teach that God loves all people means that He accepts all their 
practices is false teaching 

• that the death of Jesus on the cross was propitiation for sin not a 
demonstration of resistance to power 

• that Jesus was God Incarnate 

• that Jesus died, was buried, and arose in transformed human form 
• that we will one day share with Him a resurrected body if we hold firm to 

the faith that has remained constant within the understanding of the 
Christian Church through 20 centuries of debate, apostasy, opinion and folly 


